
From the Superintendent
Seth M. Turner, Winter 2022

I hope that your 2023 is off to a 
great start! Winter has been busy for 
our school community, with many 
enriching educational experiences and 
continued collaborative projects with 
our stakeholders. Many of these moments 
are highlighted in the pages of this 
publication, and I hope that you will 
enjoy reading about them as much as we 
did in experiencing them. 

During Winter Recess, some 
significant repairs to our plumbing 
were completed – and we owe a debt of 
gratitude to Gamble Plumbing and the 
Amagansett School custodians who made 
certain that the school was in good shape 

before students and staff returned.  
To ensure that all students have the 

supports needed to succeed academically, 
the district’s January administration of 
the NWEA Assessments (literacy and 
mathematical skills) took place Jan. 17-20. 
Students were previously assessed with 
the NWEA in September, and they will 
again be measured in late May. These are 
the assessments that school officials rely 
upon to measure student academic growth 
throughout the school year. We evaluate 
each child to measure their growth in 
comparison to a nationwide sample of 
students who perform at similar levels to 
ensure that they have the support needed 

to succeed. 
As the safety and 

security of our students 
and staff remain our top 
priority, the district has 
taken several proactive 
steps recently to enhance 
our protocols and provide 
additional training. 
During the December 
2022 faculty meeting, 
Officers Ken Alversa 
and Devin Toia of East 
Hampton Town Police 

Department provided training for the 
staff of Amagansett School regarding 
lockdown drills and active shooters. 
Though it is a difficult subject to discuss, 
this is among the most important topics 
that we cover with the teachers and staff 
members. In addition, this January, the 
district provided Stop the Bleed training 
for faculty and distributed kits for each 
classroom. This national program trains 
individuals on how to assist in a bleeding 
injury, which may be life-threatening in 
nature. 

In addition to those events highlighted 
in this newsletter, I would like to give 
special thanks to our PTA for hosting our 
family fun night in late January, at which 
time we were joined by representatives 
from the Quogue Wildlife Refuge. On the 
same day was our student performance of 
Macbeth, which was a remarkable capstone 
to our Shakespeare Residency. Lastly, at a 
recent “Wake Up Amagansett,” students 
in grade two had a violin performance. 
This was the first time a student group 
has performed with the violins since we 
instituted the string instrument program 
in 2020.  

I am sure you join me in looking 
forward to what the remainder of the year 
will bring! 

School News

The One Room School Building was picturesque as a first snow fell 
over Amagansett in early December.

Fantastic Flurries Over Amagansett



In recognition of the 
upcoming holiday season, third 
graders explored 12 countries 
and the holiday traditions 
commonly celebrated. The 
project was an extension to the 
grade’s literacy-infused social 
studies unit, Holidays Around 
the World, and called for the 
students to use multimodal 
texts to gather information and 
compose short research projects. 

In preparation for their 
virtual travels, each student 
created a mock passport and 
“manila folder” suitcase to file 
research findings. Mimicking 
an airplane, the students sat in 
rows of chairs facing the Smart 
Board and boarded the fictional 
Thorsen-Shoshi airlines to 

explore the various countries.
To start, travelers boarded 

their first flight to The 
Netherlands with a boarding 
pass and enjoyed complimentary 
drinks and pretzels during the 
in-flight experience as stated 
on the boarding pass. Upon 
arrival, the class accessed 
information about the country 
and the holiday season by 
clicking on active links and 
watching video clips embedded 
into a presentation on the 
Smart Board. Additionally, the 
students explored articles about 
the country’s holiday traditions, 
responded to comprehension 
prompts and engaged in arts 
and crafts as extensions to the 
project.  

In December, district third graders generated a list of 
random acts of kindness that they planned to enact during 
that month in their classroom, in their school and in the 
world. Each writer crafted a “lightbulb” displaying their ideas. 
Examples included, “I will light up the world with kindness by 
including friends at recess” and “I will light up the world with 
kindness by waving to other classes in the hallway.”

Lighting Up the World 
With Kindness

Amagansett School has created a plan built upon Franklin 
Covey’s The Leader in Me program that will help prepare every 
child to be successful for the demands of the 21st century. This 
program helps improve students’ performance and fosters the 
qualities of independence (goal setting, organization, time 
management and planning); interdependence (teamwork, 
conflict management, creativity and analytical skills); and 
renewal (fun, desire to learn and good health).  

The intentional focus on leadership develops the whole 
child, includes all content areas and builds interpersonal 
relationship skills. The Leader in Me program uses the Seven 
Habits of Happy Kids to help students become “leaders of 
their own learning.” This philosophy is embedded within our 
school culture. It leads to higher levels of learning and greater 
satisfaction as the students take ownership of their academic 
goals and character development. Each habit also strengthens 
our continued commitment to diversity, equity and inclusivity. 

The Leader in Me approach is based on five core paradigms:
1. Everyone can be a leader.
2. Everyone has genius.
3. Change starts with me.
4. Educators empower students to lead their own learning.
5. Develop the whole person.

From this approach, the school has developed a Leadership 
Council of fifth and sixth graders. Each student filled out a 
“leadership application” and participates in several ways around 
the school. For example, Leadership Council members can be 
found mentoring and helping younger students, welcoming 
parents to events and students to school each morning and 
participating in “think tank” – an arena for cultivating new 
events and spirit days for the school.

Leading Positive 

Changes for the Future

Holidays Around 
the World



Fourth grade students have been reading “Little House on the Prairie,” the 
historical fiction novel written by Laura Ingalls Wilder. This captivating novel 
is the third book in the Little House series, which tells the story of Laura 
Ingalls Wilder’s childhood as an American pioneer.   

Students have been immersed in new vocabulary, reader’s workshop mini-
lessons and creative extension activities to enhance their understanding of 
pioneer times. The class made butter in a jar, participated in games such as 
“cat’s cradle” and “bean porridge hot,” and created a class cookbook inspired 
by “The Little House Cookbook.” 

In addition to in-class activities, fourth graders went on an educational 
field trip to Old Bethpage Village Restoration. Old Bethpage Village 
Restoration is an amazing living-history museum that provides students 
with the ability to step back in time and experience life as it was in a 19th-
century farming community on Long Island. During this trip, students made 
numerous connections to colonial trades, architecture, materials, food, farm 
animals and activities they recognized from “Little House on the Prairie.” The 
class was fascinated by the woman carding and spinning wool, the one-room 
schoolhouse experience and historical stories told by the hatmaker. This trip 
truly made history come alive for the students.

History Comes Alive

Patriotic pride filled the 
gymnasium, decorated in red, white 
and blue, during the school’s Veterans 
Day celebration, as students and 
staff paid tribute to local veterans 
for their sacrifice and service to the 
country. 

During the program, the 
honored guests were invited for a 
light breakfast in the library and 
then welcomed into the ceremony 
with applause. Superintendent 
Seth Turner opened the assembly 
with words of recognition and 
appreciation to the veterans in 
attendance. He then turned the 
program over to the Leadership 
Council, which worked very hard 
to ensure a wonderful time was had 
by all. Leadership Council members 
introduced classes and informed the 
audience of reasons why we should 
never take our freedom for granted. 
All present during the assembly then 
held their hands over their hearts 
during the Pledge of Allegiance, and 

chorus students sang our national 
anthem. Taking time to recognize 
these special men and women meant 
so much to the teachers, students and 
staff of Amagansett School.

It was clear that students 
researched this important day in 
history and planned presentations 
that informed the audience 
about what the holiday means 
while recognizing veterans in the 
Amagansett community. Sixth 
graders put together a presentation 
about the five branches of the 
military. Fourth graders read a poem 
and created a collaborative American 
flag poster. Second graders wrote 
thank-you letters on “dog tags,” each 
first grader shared why they think 
veterans are the heart of America and 
kindergartners sang “You’re a Grand 
Old Flag.” Classes also made patriotic 
decorations, insignia posters of each 
branch of the armed forces, poppy 
flowers and banners. 

Honoring Veterans

Veteran Joe LaCarubba was happy to join this year’s Veterans Day 
celebration and reminisced about his time in Amagansett. He even found 
himself in a photo of the first kindergarten class in the building.



My thoughts while being a performer 
at “The Big Chill”: In my head I was 
thinking that we were doing pretty well 
and that my experience was good, because 
the last time I did this I was super little, 
and that this would be a musical that I 
could remember. One downside about 
it was that I couldn’t really hear the 
little kids singing and it was hard to cue 
people. An upside was that I had so much 
fun, and I’m so happy that I didn’t forget 
any of my lines. In conclusion, I love “The 

Big Chill.” I will forever remember it, and 
it was so much fun.

Santa in the Square Day was fun. I 
loved how we could use our instruments 
and show the community how good I am 
at playing my clarinet. One downside was 
that it was super cold, and I wished I had 
more layers on. Another downside was 
that we had to play the songs a second 
time. Other than that, it was so much fun 
and the activities were cool!

At the tree lighting, I had a splendid 

time singing. I thought we did “One 
Candle” the best. I think my favorite 
part was lighting the tree because it was 
so pretty, and I think AVIS did so well 
creating this event.

The winter concert was so good, and 
I loved how we performed our songs. I 
think we could have worked on “Holiday 
Bobsled” more, but other than that we 
did “Colors of Christmas” super well and 
all the other songs amazing.

Students volunteered their time to design and build the set for this year’s musical, “The Big 
Chill.” Using what they knew about the show’s plot, the students brainstormed set dressings to 
help tell the story and to add creative flair to the production. The fifth and sixth grade students 
collaborated to craft the props and scenery, and the fifth graders even created the digital art for 
the programs: an imaginative, snowy representation of Amagansett School. The hard work and 
artistry of all the students paid off tremendously and added so much to the show!

By Merritt Emptage, Sixth Grade Student

A Musical Review

Setting the Stage

As part of the strong home-to-school partnership, the Amagansett 
PTA continues to find ways to donate their time and energy to benefit 
the students of Amagansett School. This winter, the team helped students 
expand their love of reading during the PTA-hosted Scholastic Book Fair. 
Volunteers staffed the fair as students shopped. Proceeds from the fair are 
deposited in a Scholastic account that allows teachers to choose classroom 
books or supplies and even allows the staff to book a virtual author visit.   

The week following the Scholastic Book Fair, the PTA was at it again, 
staffing a wonderful holiday store that provided a way for students to shop 
for family and friends. Not only were the items reasonably priced, but 
purchased items were wrapped for students by PTA volunteers! On behalf 
of the students and staff, the district expresses its heartfelt thank-you to the 
PTA for all they do for the school.

PTA Book Fair and Holiday Store



Kindergartners have been busy exploring 
their five senses in science. After sharing 
some nonfiction read alouds about the five 
senses, students learned that the nerves in 
their bodies act like little messengers and 
carry information to different areas in our 
brain. They even looked at a diagram of the 
brain to see where the information goes. 

The class completed concept maps for 
each of the senses, which gave students 
practice at labeling. They also sang songs 

and danced about the five senses before 
moving on to hands-on experiences and 
experiments. 

The students focused first on the sense 
of hearing and recorded mystery sounds, 
to mimic such things as breaking glass, 
thunderstorms and airplanes. They then 
conducted a taste test, sorting samples 
of apple, lemon, Baker’s Chocolate and 
pretzels into categories of salty, sour, 
bitter and sweet. To test their sense of 

smell, the students conducted a sniff test 
where they predicted and recorded scents 
like peppermint, orange, oregano and 
cinnamon. Students also went on a five 
senses nature walk and used colored lenses 
to explore their sense of sight. The final 
experiment was to explore the sense of 
touch. Students reached into mystery bags 
and were asked to identify and describe the 
object and texture in each bag.   

Exploring the Five Senses

Ready for the Runway
Over the last several months, the Fashion Club has been diving deep into the sophisticated 

world of style. Students in grades 2 through 6 created their own unique designs and explored the 
real-world contexts that professional designers think about. The young designers tackled fast 
fashion design challenges, stretched their imaginations to experiment with the avant garde and got 
playful with fashion illustration by using uncommon materials like tape!

As fun and fabulous as the fashion world can be, it can create waste. The students collaborated 
to turn recycled and scrap textiles into new garments. Their stunning, upcycled pieces show that 
with a little creativity, the future of fashion can be luxurious and sustainable.

Afterschool Genius Hour Highlights
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In early January, the school hosted its 
first Amagansett Flying Ace Competition, 
during which students in grades first 
through sixth flew styrofoam and balsa 
wood planes through goals in the shape of 
holes and a Hula-Hoop marking 50, 25, 10, 
5, 2 and 1 point. As a special touch, even 
the adults in attendance had the chance to 
join in on the fun! 

Fifth and sixth grade Leadership 
Council members, including Rhys Huntley, 
Isabelle MacPherson, Walker Bohnsack, 
Pol Espejo Pesantez, Piper Hummel and 
myself, Paloma Demers, as well as staff 
members and some fourth grade friends 

counted the points, practiced and gave 
some helpful hints to younger students. 
In each two grade levels, there were two 
groups to make it to the finals. They then 
battled for 120 seconds, 30 seconds longer 
than the usual flying time. The youngest 
and first competitors were the first and 
second grader group. In first place were the 
“Raptors:” Alexandra Von Nickel, James 
Newton and Nathaniel Victoriano. In the 
third and fourth grader group the winners 
were “The Fastest Dragon:” Emiliano 
Acevedo Bueno, Juan Pablo Guerra and 
Teak Wilkerson. Last, but not least, the 
winners of the fifth and sixth grader group 

were the “Soccer Nerds:” Rhys Huntley 
and Cameron Dawson. Each winning 
group received a keychain with an airplane 
and a quote, “Take pride in how far you 
have come, have faith in how far you can 
go, but don’t forget to enjoy the journey.” 
All students were given a plane of choice 
to take home.  

By Paloma Demers, Sixth Grade Student
We’re All Flying Aces

The Amagansett Citizens Advisory Committee or ACAC is a Town-appointed committee which addresses issues that involve 
our hamlet and issues residents bring to our monthly meetings. The group, which meets on the second Monday of every month, is an 
advisory group with a liaison to the Town Board which then forwards the concerns raised to the Town. Everyone is always welcome 
to attend and be a part of the meetings. Please join us at 6:30 p.m. in the Amagansett School Library for our upcoming meeting dates: 
Feb. 13, March 13, April 17, May 8 and June 12.

Save the Date: Amagansett Citizens Advisory Committee Meetings

Registration Information
Pre K3 and Pre K4 Registration
for the 2023-2024 School Year

March 8 & March 9
Please call 631-267-3572 if you have any questions.


